io4    WIVES  Ot   HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
her name is frequently mentioned and her advice
was   evidently welcome.1    During  his  absence in
Flanders,   for instance,   Wolsey  received  a  letter
from   Henry,    in   which   the   King  says:    uThe
Queen,,  my wife,   hath desired  me  to  make  her
most hearty recommendation unto you, as to him
that she   loveth  very  well;   and  both  she and I
would fain know when you would repair unto us."
Great news came that the Emperor and his allies
were brilliantly successful in the war,   but  in the
midst of victory the great Medici,  Pope Leo X.,
though still a man in his prime,   died.    There is
no doubt that a secret promise had been made by
Charles to Wolsey of his support in case a vacancy
in the Papacy arose, but no one had dreamed of
its   occurring so quickly,2 and  Charles found   his
hand   forced.    He  needed  for  his  purpose  a far
more   pliable   instrument   in   the  pontifical   chair
than the haughty Cardinal of York.    So,  whilst
pretending    to    work    strenuously    to    promote
Wolsey's elevation,  and  thus  to  gain  the  good-
will  of Henry  and   his   minister,   he   took   care
1  The ambassador Martin de Salinas, who arrived in England during1
the Emperor's stay, from the Archduke Ferdinand who acted as locum
tenens in Germany for his brother, reports (Spanish Calendar Henry VIII.,
vol.  2) that he  delivered separate credentials to Queen Katharine,  who
promised to read them and give him her answer later.     He continues : *CI
went to see her again this morning1.    She said that one of the letters had
contained my credentials and the other spoke of the business of the Turks.
The time for a war with the Turks, she declared, was ill chosen; as the
war with France absorbed all the English resources.    I told her that the
Infante (i.e. Ferdinand) regarded her as his true mother, and prayed her
;iot to forsake him, but to see that the King: of England sent him succour
against the Turk.    She answered that it will be impossible for the King to
do so."    It will be seen by this and other references to the same matter
that Katharine  at this   time,   during" the imperial alliance,  was   ag"ain
taking1 a powerful part in political affairs.
2  See the  series of letters in  Bradford's " Charles V."   and   Pace's
correspondence in the Henry VIII. Calendar.